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school history. 


O Camas man and wife reflect back on winnii 
( s i winnin 
national titles for University of Washington in 1997 


By Dan Trujillo 
Post-Record staff 


daughter named Sami and a son 
named Jack. 

The Tyler family lives in Cam- 
as. Andy and ee Husky team 
cham ip ques hang 
Sak eer wall of their Prune 
Hill home. On Nov. 14, the couple 
earned some more hardware. 
They were inducted into the 2008 
Husky Hall of Fame, along with 

Joining Andy Tyler were team- 


mates Sean Mulligan, Bob Cum- beg: 


“It was great,” Andy said. “It 
Speaitbe first fine all ninsjot 
were together again. They even 
gave us a boat and let us row like 
we were still in the program.” 

Joining Kari Tyler were team- 
mates Alida Abbott, Gretchen 
Batcheller, Jennie Bingham, Kel- 


ret, Tasya Gray, Jan Haggerty, 


Theresa Hetrick, han Hintz, 
Rachel Jonat, Denni Nester Kar- 
en Rogers, Annie Rogge, Ramona 
Sakamoto, Maggie Seay-Adams, 
Vanessa Tavelero, Sabina Telen- 
ska and Kate Tylee. 

__ “It was like a big reunion, see- 
ing all those people you trained 
a and hung out with,” Kari 


_ For Andy, winning an IRA na- 
tional championship was the ul- 
timate accomplishment after the 
team finished third when he was 
a sophomore and second when he 
was a junior. 

“We had eight rowers and a cox- 
swain working together to attain 
that goal,” Andy said. “A lot of us 
were on the team from the begin- 
ning, and most of us had never 
rowed before we came together. 

“As long as you had the heart 
and the will, the coaches gave you 
the tools you needed to get to that 
next level,” he added. 

Kari’s days of playing soccer 
came to an end after she tore her 
ACL. Her physical therapist sug- 
gested she give rowing a try. She 
fan rowing for Green River 
Crew, a club that attracted row- 
ers from high schools across the 
Seattle area. 

“I loved it immediately,” she 
said. Seen 

Kari continued rowing in col- 
lege. She chose University of 
Washington to be close to home. 
By her sophomore year, she 
earned a full-ride scholarship. 
She then helped the Huskies 
win NCAA rowing titles in 1997 
and 98, The first national team 
title for a Husky women's team in 


See Hall of Fame, page A7 


Andy Tyler (five deep) helps lead the Husky men's crew team to the Intercollegiate Rowing Championship in 1997. 


“It was a great place to be 
on the water, year round,” 
Kari said. “The best thing 
about Husky rowing is 
how the men and women 
did everything together. 
Having both teams win 
national championships in 
the same year like we did is 
a reflection of that.” 

Kari still recalls that 
day in May 1997 when 
the Husky men won the 
IRA championship in 
Philadelphia. She and 
the Husky women had 
just qualified for the 
NCAA national race in 
Sacramento. The one time 
the Husky Crew teams 
were separated was for 


|| national competitions. 


“It was very inspiring 
to hear the guys had 
succeeded,” Kari said. “I 
remember that being very 
much a motivation for us.” 

The Husky women went 
on to win the NCAA title, 
ensuring that 1997 would 
go down as the greatest 
year for University of 
Washington rowing. The 
Tyler's still have a copy of 
the “Journal of Independent 
Rowing News” that came 
out that year. The cover 


had a photo of both Husky 
Crew teams with the words 
“Bow down to Washington.” 

“It's the culmination of all 
this hard work,” Kari said. 
“It’s unreal, and it’s really 
hard to put in to words. A 
great endt toa college career, 
that’s for sure.” 

Andy and Kari Tyler 
are still sailing. The boat 
has just gotten a bit more 
crowded with love, marriage 
and children, 


Contmmu rer 
Husky grads Andy and Kari Tyler were recently inducted into the Husky 
Hall of Fame for helping lead the 1997 crew teams to national titles. 


As rowers turned parents, 
they understand that it 
doesn’t matter who steers as 
long as they work together. 

“Rowing really taught me 
that you can achieve a lot 
more than you think,” Andy 
said. 

“In the end, it didn't 
matter if you were the best 
or the worst rower on that 
day,” Kari said. “Whatever 
you accomplished, you did it 
as a team.” 


